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Current Members
John Trickett  Ottawa BHP (Chair)
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Mandate
To advise the Director of Emergency Health Services Branch, 

 on information gathering and database issues relating to 
 the provision of ambulance based pre‐hospital care

 
in 

 Ontario.

To review current patient data collection
 

and data 
 reporting standards and practices and to update regularly 

 the patient related data
 

gathering and reporting 
 requirements and practices necessary to meet the current 

 and emerging needs of stakeholders.



The Challenge for EMS in Ontario
No standardized, well defined 
clinical data points 
No data collection/entry 
standards or parameters 
Limited data analysis expertise 
or formal training programs 
within the current BH or EMS 
system
Multiple e‐ACR vendors – all 
defining their own data sets & 
fields

•

 

Data cleaning & transmission
•

 

PHIPA & Security
•

 

Data mapping  common 
output 

•

 

EMS services/BH partnership to 

 select best design or platform 
•

 

Resourcing









Regardless of the problem.... 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fun_and_fun_only




Section 2 –
Clinical Information

2.1 22 Occurrence Date/Time of Occurrence
23 Cardiac DNR Confirmation No.

2.2 24 - 26 Trauma Problem site/type – Location 
27 - 29 Trauma Problem site/type – Type 
30 - 32 Trauma Problem site/type – Mechanism 

2.3 33 Cardiac Arrest Witnessed By
34 Cardiac CPR Started By
35 Cardiac 1st Shock By
36 Cardiac Date/Est. Time of Arrest
37 Cardiac Date/Time CPR Started
38 Cardiac Date/Time of First Shock

2.4 39 Procedures Procedure Dates/Times
40 Procedures Procedure Codes 
41 Procedures Dose Administered 
42 Procedures Units 
43 Procedures Route of Administration 

2.5 44 Vital Signs Pulse Date/Time 
45 Vital Signs Pulse 
46 Vital Signs Unassisted Respiratory Rate Date/Time 
47 Vital Signs Unassisted Respiratory Rate 
48 Vital Signs SBP Date/Time 
49 Vital Signs SBP 
50 Vital Signs DBP Date/Time 
51 Vital Signs DBP 
52 Vital Signs O2 Sat Date/Time 
53 Vital Signs O2 Sat 
54 Vital Signs Endtidal CO2 Date/Time 
55 Vital Signs Endtidal CO2 
56 Vital Signs GCS Date/Time 
57 Vital Signs GCS Total 
58 Procedures Crew Member Number 



In 2009

New Ambulance Call Report
Multiple e‐ACR vendors working from the same 
Ontario definitions
Revised documentation standards 
Revised ACR completion manual
Minimal data set – tightly defining core data points 





Opportunity

Core set of tightly defined clinical data points that 
can be further enhanced/complimented
Ability to measure all recorded patient interactions 
against a provincial standard.
Potential for a consolidated data  set
Data driven decision making
Eg’s

Developing & evaluating Stroke/STEMI/Trauma bypass protocols
Document and optimize airway management
Effectiveness/application of specific medical directives
Termination of Resuscitation (ToR) rules



Future opportunity

Clinical research – using standard definitions 

Clinical benchmarking & system performance 

Basis for business case submissions
Patient outcome focussed

Municipal & provincial govt. buy in

Enabling provider education needs to be truly 
focused on quantified patient and practitioner 
need

The patient is the ultimate winner 
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