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Looking Back, Moving Forward

The Parkinson Research Consortium (PRC) is now
entering it’s eighth year of existence. In November
2011, with the help of the Ottawa Hospital Founda-
tion we organized a “Celebration of Parkinson’s Re-
search” in Ottawa. This event was to thank all the
donors who have helped support the PRC. In addi-
tion, we wanted to provided an overview of the excit-
ing advances in our understanding of this disease
stemming from the PRC efforts. Mark your calendar
for this coming November’s celebration!

Launch of the PRC— Ottawa Citizen 2004

Two Davids against a Goliath

University of Ottawa researchers David Park and David Grimes are the leaders
ofa unique group with a huge challenge: Finding a cure for Parkinson’s disease
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"Over the next five or six years we'll definitely see Ottawa

grow as a real recognized force in Parkinson's research. Ofta-

wa. Citizen 2004” . With our efforts to date we have accom-
plished this goal. D. A. Grimes

Using posters and formal presenta-
tions from PRC investigators and stu-
dents, we highlighted how PRC scien-
tists have: created unique tools in multi-
ple organisms to study PD; generated a
better understanding of the signals
which promote dopamine loss and how
to manipulate these signals to generate
new potential treatments; and sought to
understand how Parkinson causing gene
mutations lead to the disease in hu-
mans.

In moving forward, one of the PRC
goals is to support innovative new ideas
so that PRC scientists can obtain larger
grants from traditional funding sources.
Dr. Schlossmacher’s lab is a good exam-
ple of these efforts. An initial donation
of $25,000 from the Kiwanis Club of
Ottawa Medical Foundation led to him
obtaining funding from the Parkinson
Society Canada which in turn led to a
$125,000/year, five year grant from the
Canadian Institute of Health Research.

The PRC efforts have led to the crea-
tion of the “Canadian Guidelines on
Parkinson’s Disease” to be published
this summer. These guidelines were
developed to optimize the care of all Ca-
nadians with Parkinson’s. The PRC has
clearly established itself as a leader in
Canada.
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“The time for quietly soldiering on is through. The war against Parkinson’s is a winnable war,
and I have resolved to play a role in that victory. Michael J. Fox—Lucky Man

How the PRC 1s Driving New Research

Why do we need more research into
Parkinson’s disease? The answer is clear.
We do not have a cure and we don’t have
any treatments available that clearly affect
its relentless progression. Only through a
better understanding of the basic mecha-
nisms that cause Parkinson’s can effective
treatments be developed. The PRC sup-
ports investigator initiated studies to ena-
ble the investigator to then apply for
grants from other larger funding agencies.

The goal is to learn about mechanisms
of Parkinson’s using multiple model
systems including humans

A focus of the PRC is to fund students to
carry out the research work. The PRC is
currently funding six students. Four are
from our competitive fellowship pro-
grams
* Shelby Hayter Pass the Baton Fellowship
- Elizabeth Abdel-Messeh

* Larry Haffner Parkinson Research Fellowship
- Mabel Ao

* Toth Family Fellowship
- Paul Marcogliese

* Crabtree Family Fellowship
- Mansoureh Hakimi

This is a slide showing the results from a new mouse
model of Parkinson’s disease developed in Dr. Park’s
lab. Within the red box there is a loss of the dopamine
cells that is very similar to the cell loss in individuals
with Parkinson’s.

The PRC continues to expand and we
are particularly excited about our success
in recruiting Dr. Tohru Kitada from Har-
vard University in Boston. Dr. Kitada is a
world expert in gene identification and
mouse modeling in Parkinson’s, and his
recruitment was made possible by many
generous donors in the community.

Dr. Kitada’'s research will create better
genetic models of Parkinson’s, which in
turn will help the whole PRC team. Better
genetic models would allow us to objec-
tively measure the effect of a new treat-
ment more accurately and with fewer pa-
tients, so we get our answers faster. We are
also excited that Dr. Kitada has joined us
in treating patients in the Parkinson’s Dis-
ease and Movement Disorders Clinic at
The Ottawa Hospital.




“Yes the disease is progressive but so is the science” - David Iverson — Parkinson’s individual.

Fundraising and Awareness efforts by the PRC

The PRC can only continue to function
because of the generosity of its donors.
Over the last seven years the PRC has
raised $1,026,359. This impressive figure
was possible only because of the many
dedicated individuals who are part of the
PRC. The Ottawa Hospital Foundation
and Partners Investing in Parkinson Re-
search (PIPR) have been key to increasing
our fundraising and awareness capabili-
ties. The “Pass the Baton for Parkinson’s”
school program designed by Shelby Hay-
ter (PRC member and PD patient) contin-
ues as an awareness and fundraising event
to help find a cure for Parkinson's Dis-
ease. The program has been successfully
running for five years with 60 school vis-
its.

Dr. Park leading a Pass the Baton event at a public
school.
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Maxims on Defense
Tuesday, April 17, 2012

Ron Kolbus Lakeside Centre
102 Greenview Ave
Britannia Park
Ottawa, ON
Registration at 9:00 am
Workshop from 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
$100 per person
Includes lunch, workshop, book and a
tax deductible receipt for a portion of the registration fee

To register or for more information:
Bea Robertson Parkinson Research Consortium at
613-562-5461 or broberts@uottawa.ca
To register, after February 15/12, please go on line at:
http//www.med.uottawa_ca/PRCBridgeEvent

PROCEEDS DONATED TO PARKINSON RESEACH CONSORTIUM TO
HELP FIND A CURE FOR PARKINSON'S DISEASE
e ING 3 DIRECT
save your meney*Hall proudly sponsored by ING

New events such as the Audrey Grant
Bridge Event have also started to raise
awareness and money for Parkinson’s
in our community.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ON THESE FUNDRAISING
EFFORTS OR TO MAKE A
DONATION.

www.ohri.ca/prc
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RUN FOR A REASON

Parkinson’s disease affects more than
100,000 Canadians, including over 8,000
people in the Ottawa area.

PIPR is a group of community-minded citizens
who all have a connection to this devastating
disease. They are fundraising to support
Parkinson’s research at The Ottawa Hospital in
hopes of finding a cure.

Run or walk with PIPR during Ottawa Race Weekend (May 26-27)
Join The Ottawa Hospital Foundation’s Run for 2 Reason Challenge

To learn more visit:
www.ochfoundation.ca

The Ostawa | Ls Fondation
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